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We invite you to join us at our AGM which will be held at 7pm on Thursday, 1st October 2026,
at Rhosesmor Village Hall. All are welcome and we look forward to seeing you there.

The Winter Edition - Issue 201 will be distributed in December 2026.
Please submit News and Advertising items before 1st November to the email addresses listed on page 3.
We look forward to receiving your calendar of events going into Winter.




‘ountryside News

Presented by the Halkyn Countryside Social Committee

Chairman: Mr. T. Green Woodland Cottage, Halkyn 646
Secretary: Mrs. V. Hughes Parry Library View, Halkyn 236

Welcome to our Second Newsletter we do hope the first was of interest to you and
the informetion was of use - perhaps now you can see the advantage of our adventure

Our leading article, we helieve, is important so verhaps you might like to give it
some thought:

Joint Committee on Quanying and lMining.,

This Committee was formed to co-ordinate the activities of village and conservgtion
groups in Flintshire to minimise the detrimental effects on the quality of 1ife and

on the environment, of the mineral operations,

It is recognised that limestone, chalk and sand =nd gravel are 2 valuable source of
raw usterial in this area, and quarryine has become a major rural industry releted

to the needs of motorway construction and building and civil engineering. :
The increase in the size of quarries has caused tremendous problems in many villages.
Blasting, crushing, washine and transporting by fleets of ever biesger and noisier
lorries are causing pollution and disfigurement, to add to the dereliction of past
centuries, The nuisance from these activities is accentuated because the quarries

are situ~ted so near to the villages, and the narrov country roads were not constructed
to carry the continuous stream of heavily loaded vehicles, ;
To try to reconcile the conflicting interests of the Quarrying Industry with the
environmental interests snd well beine of the people living nearby, the Joint

Committee has ervanged a conference at Kelsterton College on Thursday, October 24th
1974.

This conference is called "On Living with Minine andQuarrying", It should be an
interesting and stimulating experience for anyone who is interested in the reclamation»
schemes and the future of this area, It is free to snyone who has in anyway helyped

the Halkyn Countryside Committee, Coffee, lunch and afternoon tea will all be
provided for this one day meeting for only £1.25p.

Do please come to listen end to question such influential and knowledg-2ble people

as Mr.D.Yager, Department of Town and Country Plenning, Vanchester University and
Professor Bradshaw, the person who guided, advised and encouraged each faltering

step of our own Bryn Helyg reclamation scheme, All are welcome., Details from V,Clarke
The Rock, Halkyn or Gwyneth Devies, Erw Bach, Nant, '

Halkyn Hockey Club,

The club fields a mixed team of 6 gentlemen and 5 ladies, The following fixtures
have so far been arranged:

6th Oct. Northop Hall (away) 27th Oct, St.Katherines College (hoie)
3rd Nov, R.A,F.Sealand (home) 10%h Nov. Pilkingtons St.Asaph (away
24th Nov. St. Ketharines College (jome) 22nd Dec. Pilkingtons St.Asaph (home

Further fixtures are being arranged. A1l home matches are played on theSporte Field
at Halkyn Cricket Club, and Bully Off in all metches is at 2,30 p.m.



Dear Readers

Welcome to the Autumn 2026 issue and also our
200th issue of Halkyn Mountain News.

In celebration, you will see on the opposite page,
the front cover of the second issue of the news-
letter, which was then called the Countryside
News. It’s wonderful to see that even now in the
digital age, a paper copy of the newsletter is still
going strong. There is also an article on this page,
written by one of our volunteers, about the histo-
ry of the newsletter from its origins as a one page
Countryside News to the Halkyn Mountain News
that is delivered to your door today, packed full
of interesting articles and events happening on
our Mountain.

Whilst writing this piece, I’'m sure all of us will
agree, that we are looking forward to some much
needed rain. As a community, we have all been
aware of the fires on the Mountain and this is
highlighted on page 8. HMN volunteers joined
the litter pick at the site of the fire. We were de-
lighted to see the community join together to
help make our Mountain a cleaner environment.

We are disappointed to report that our Children’s
Writing Competition failed to attract any interest
on this occasion. We hope to hold alternative
competitions in future issues.

We hope you enjoy reading this special edition of
the newsletter. Our Winter issue will be deliv-
ered through your letterboxes at the beginning of
December, and we look forward to receiving your
updates and event news for the Winter season
ahead.

The Halkyn Mountain News Team
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I The Editorial Team reserves the right to edit sub-
| mitted material.

Fees advertised within articles unless for a regis-
1 tered charity will not be published.
: The Halkyn Mountain News Editorial Team does not
accept responsibility for, nor necessarily agree with,
I any of the views expressed, statements or claims
I made in articles or advertisements placed in this
I production.

1 All advertisements created for publication in Halkyn
I Mountain News are protected by copyright and may
| only be reproduced by express permission.

Halkyn Mountain News is not connected to or associ-
ated with Halkyn Mountain News Facebook page or

j Y other social media sites bearing the same or simi-
lar names.

w L----------

: Our contact email addresses are:

: News, Articles and Contributions:

: newsforhmn@gmail.com

: Advertising Enquiries:

: HalkynMountainNewsAdvertising@gmail.com

: Distribution Co-ordinator:

: Wendy.whitmore5@yahoo.co.uk

: Payments and Financial Matters:

: HalkynMountainNewsFinance@gmail.com

: General Enquiries and Comment:

: newsforhmn@gmail.com

: A copy of this issue will be available at the Halkyn
: Community Council website: www.halkyn.org.uk

Happy 200 Edition
of the
Halkyn Mountain News

Birth of a Newsletter: did you know that ...

: In 1970 the Halkyn Countryside Committee was
: set up to find ways in which the local community
: could help with the reclamation of derelict land left
: by the mining industry. In 1972 the Committee
: received a Prince of Wales Award and, in addition
: to local fundraising initiatives, a tree planting and
: village tidying project was also launched. To in-
: form communities of these initiatives and to gain
: support, issue 1 of the Countryside News launched
1 in June 1974. This single page publication, pre-
: sented by the Halkyn Countryside Social Com-
: mittee, was delivered to the residents of Halkyn
: and Pentre Halkyn.

The first edition introduced the work of the Halkyn
: Countryside Committee, highlighted the environ-
: mental work being undertaken, and emphasised
: the need for additional volunteers. The newsletter
: also appealed to the local community, for contribu-
: tions to a “What’s On” guide. This included infor-
: mation on forthcoming activities organised by the
: Committee, such as tree planting projects around
Bryn Helyg and Pentre Halkyn; the Halkyn,
: Rhosesmor and Rhes y Cae Conservation Associa-
: tion; the Pensioners Club; a Women’s Institute
: schedule; the 1*" Halkyn Guide Company; Halkyn
: Hockey Club; Youth Club and a Halloween social
: and dance — admission was 15 pence for children
: and OAPs and 30 pence for adults and it included a
: “Country style supper” and bar.

: During the 1980s some fascinating articles provid-
: ed an insight into life on the mountain — local his-
: tory was covered by Bryn Ellis, gardening advice
: appeared as Ted’s Acre and readers were intro-
: duced to the tale of the Halkyn Mountain Ghost.
: This was in addition to ongoing environmental con-
: cerns and fly tipping. The 1980s also saw the in-
: troduction of advertisements, jokes, recipes for
: lemon pudding and daffodil biscuits, short stories,
: poems and a crossword puzzle entitled ‘how well
: do you know your mountain’.
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The newsletter’s popularity grew and in the win-
ter of 1997 with issue number 91, the Country-
side News became the Halkyn Mountain News,
cementing the newsletter’s local focus.

Now, with an almost unbroken run, we celebrate
our 200" edition: disrupted briefly by the Covid
pandemic which did impact on publication and
delivery. Most of the topics listed above remain
just as important today - environmental issues, fly
tipping, fundraising, volunteering, local clubs, ac-
tivities and advertising. The founding volunteers
could never have imagined our online world, with
the instantaneous dissemination of news via so-
cial media. However, for the moment, there re-
mains a need for an accessible hard copy and the
seasonal assurance of visiting volunteers, deliver-
ing the latest edition through the letter boxes of
over two thousand homes, community venues,
libraries and shops on the mountain and beyond.
Thank you to all those who have contributed over
the years - volunteers, advertisers and article
writers but most importantly a big thank you to
our readers.

A very happy 200 edition

Jane Loudon HMN volunteer

A Few Words from Blodwen the Sheep

Phew, the weather has been hot!

thing green is hard to find.

is not for us.

had been intended for lambs, | am sure they would

least tried to.

help just resonated in the can.
icked, the tighter it became. | had to calm myself

- down and then try and prise it off against a gate-
- post. Just as | was feeling | was making progress, |
: sneezed and it shot off like a panicked pheasant. |
: looked around and confirmed that there was no-
: body about and then carried on as if nothing had
: happened. | was so relieved that | didn’t suffer the
: embarrassment of being seen.

That was the first shock, the second was to see the
: mountain on fire recently. Rumours were rife as to
: how it started. One of my friends was convinced
: that it was a red dragon who was the perpetrator.
: | pointed out that we have never seen a red drag-
: on on the mountain, but she could not be persuad-
- ed otherwise.
: into practice, but luckily, humans arrived in a large
- red lorry and dealt with the fire before we needed
: to act. We sheep have the ability to pee in unison
: and therefore, with enough support, can create a
. fire break quite naturally.

We immediately put our fire drill

: | happen to know that humans like to barbecue
: food, so | thought it might be worth trying. After
: the humans had put out the fire, | was tempted to
: try some of the scorched grass at the edge of the
: fire. It tasted so horrible that | couldn’t get rid of
: the taste for several days. | do sometimes wonder
: about the sanity of you humans. You confuse us
: sheep with your strange ways. When a fire occurs
¢ in July, you rightly turn up and put it out as quickly
- as you can but in November you create a fire and
 stand around watching it.
: send fire up into the sky as well. It terrifies the life
: out of us every year.
: she comes across all fizzy with fear and must lie
: down.

Not only that but you

My friend Lambrusco said

* The exceptionally hot weather and long dry spell is

As | write this, far from ideal for us sheep. Our choice of food be-

the ground is dry and dusty, and | cannot remem- : comes limited and dare | say - boring.

ber when it last rained. Green grass or indeed any- : ) ! o r
: spoiled for choice. At this time, it becomes all the

: more tempting to gain entry to gardens and see

There are many thoughtful humans living on the : What we can do to help with the trimming. We

mountain who put out water for us. This has been : can tidy a garden very quickly, especially when

very welcome as most of my usual drinking places :

have dried up. We sheep like our water clean and : the gate ajar so that we know we are welcome.

free from debris, so the muddy remnant of a pond : ) ] _
: In these times when things can change quickly and

- we need to spread the word among our flock;

Over the past few weeks, | have drunk water from a : 800d communication is important.

variety of containers but by far the strangest was a : have always relied on the sheep with the loudest

small round metal container with a face of a cat on : bleats to spread the word but now a more modern

it. It had a paper covering on the outside and | rec- : approach is developing at a very fast rate.

ognised the word “lamb” on it (yes, we sheep can : and more sheep are using Facebleat these days.

. . . - ’
recognise a few human words). Anyway, even if it : It's a new tone of bleat much lower than our usual

: bleats and it’s used to communicate messages in

have been happy to share, so | took a drink, or at : code. It started as being used for only important

Unfortunately, my mouth and jaw : messages but now the younger members of the

became wedged in the can, and | quickly realised :

that, as the label said, it was intended for lambs not :

ewes with full sized heads. Try as | might, | couldn’t : to stick with the more traditional methods. I'm

remove it. | was stuck fast and my bleat calling for : not sure | want to know every detail of other ewes’

The more | pan- :

It takes
effort to find something to eat rather than being

hungry. If you need help in your garden, just leave

In the past we

More

flock are becoming quickly addicted to using it for
gossip as well. I’'m rather old fashioned and prefer

lambs or who has spotted a new ram in the area.



| need to finish now, as I've just spotted a fewi
They look :
tempting that I’'m distracted and would be very up- :

Idris sadly passed way in June aged 97. A family
) ) ) : man who devoted over thirty years to teaching the
| do hope that by the time | write next we will have : .hildren of Halkyn Mountain.
In the meantime, if you do happen :

to see any red dragons on the mountain, do ask : There must be hundreds of people living on Halkyn

: Mountain who attended Ysgol Rhos Helyg whilst
: |dris Davies was teacher, deputy head and head-
: master there.
: schools closed in 1953 they merged to form Rhos
: Helyg, a new school positioned mid-way between
: the two villages. When it was planned, I’'m sure no
- one realised it would be the coldest and windiest
: school in Flintshire where pupils and teachers have
: often worn their winter clothes throughout the
: summer.

blades of green grass in a shady spot.

set if another sheep reached them before | do.

had some rain.
them to take particular care.

May you never get foot rot and always have clover.
Bye for now

Blodwen

Blodwen lives on Moel y Gaer

Rhosesmor Village Hall

Rhosesmor Village Hall,
with a large main hall,
committee room and well-
equipped kitchen, is the

perfect venue for parties, |8
workshops, events and
group meetings. Booking
rates are very reasonable

lar bookings.
780842 for enquiries and bookings.

CURRENT DIARY

Weekly
Monday -14:00 Art Group (WI)

Tuesday -14:00 Art Group
- 14:00-14.45 Mobile Post Office
-18:30 Pilates

Wednesday -11:00 Tai Chi
- 19:00 Dungeons & Dragons

Thursday - 19:00 Yoga

Fortnightly
Monday -10:30 Coffee Morning

Monthly
2nd Sunday -11:00 Bead and Jewellery Making

2nd Monday - 14:00 WI Meeting

2nd Tuesday - 14:30 Material Girls - Sewing Group
3rd Wednesday - 10:00 Craft Club

3rd Saturday-10:00 Jewellery/Crafting Workshops

Six Weekly
Saturday-12:00 Board Gaming Group

Idris Davies former headmaster
of Rhos Helyg School

When Rhosesmor and Halkyn

Mr Jones, the first head teacher of Rhos Helyg was
: previously the headmaster of Rhosesmor School.
: Idris however, was a teacher in Halkyn before he
: moved to Rhos Helyg and within a few years he
: became the deputy headmaster. When in 1964 Mr
: Jones retired, Idris took over as headmaster.
: ing his time at the schools he taught generations of
: many families and most of the readers of the
: Halkyn Mountain News will know him far better
: than | did. He taught our four children. As well as
i a parent, | was a school governor for many years.

and we have availability for both one off and regu- : 2 C ) !
Please contact Jon Tarry on 01352 : During that time, | never heard him say anything
- derogatory about any of the pupils, whatever he
: said about them it was always good and said in a

: caring manner.

Dur-

After teaching more than one generation of many
: families Idris retired from teaching in 1984, as did
: his wife Enid, also a teacher in Rhos Helyg for a
: while.
: though. They started a business in Ruthin buying
: and selling antiques. He also continued to help out
: on the family farm, which he had done whilst
: teaching.

They certainly didn’t retire from work

: When adults, many of the former pupils of Rhos
: Helyg made their homes on the mountain. Not on-
: ly did Idris’” teaching have an impact on individual
- lives, his long service to the area helped to shape
: the community and people of Halkyn Mountain.

| am sure all his former pupils would like to join me
: in sending their condolences to all of Idris’ family.

: Diolch yn fawr Idris Davies RIP.

- It is interesting to note, and | think I’'m right in say-
: ing, that Rhos Helyg School has only had four Head
: teachers in its 73 years: Mr Jones,
: Gwilym Edwards and the present
: Gareth Roberts.
: ral area or the Halkyn community that makes them
: stay?

Idris Davies,
incumbent
Is it the school, the pupils, the ru-

Wendy Sigsworth



As you can see, we hosted a Farm Charity Event in aid of the wonder-
ful Air Ambulance at the beginning of August. As this copy has to be
in to the Editor before this takes place, | cannot tell you how amazing |
it was or how much funds we managed to raise. We are hoping for
fine weather and lots of support, so far ticket sales are going very -
well.

As you may know, we have every reason to be grateful to the Air Am-
bulance. We needed them last year and they responded magnifi- | ,
cently to the call. It took just minutes to travel from our local hospi- . : g
tal to Stoke Trauma Unit saving hours of travel by road and surely tet i 8“]"“9“8‘ ‘

helping to a complete recovery. Lixwm 7:30 pm Jf

The Air Ambulance provides a much needed service to all communities but especially to rural areas like
ours. We are not too badly placed but some areas are not easily accessible by vehicle or just too remote
for ordinary transport to provide the speedy treatment needed.

They depend totally on voluntary contributions and we do hope that you will all support them as much as
you can. We never know when the need will arise. We hope our party event has not caused a noise or
light disturbance on the night but we are hoping to host an amazing event to support this wonderful or-
ganization.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SUPPORTED US AND THE AIR AMBULANCE

HALKYN MOUNTAIN KID§ CLUB ¢ HOLIDAY CLUB
Charity No: 1197828 SPACES AVAILABLE NOW!

We are situated in Ysgol Rhos Helyg Primary School. The club is registered with CIW (Care Inspectorate
Wales); all staff are DBS checked and qualified, all certificates are available to see. We welcome children from
nursery age 2.5yrs up to year 8 in high school 14yrs.

Holiday club
If you would like to book your child/ren in please follow the details below. (You do not have to attend the

school to register at the club).

Opening times for holiday club only 8am — 5.30pm Mon — Fri
(Breakfast will be provided and a healthy snack in the afternoon, packed lunch to be provided by the parents/
guardians).

Prices for Holiday Club only
£30 per child for a full day. £20 per child for half a day (until 1pm)

Opening times for After School Club only 3.10pm —5.30pm Mon — Fri Term times only.
We have a large hall area where we enjoy; (For after school/holiday club)
Snack time e Playing games e Arts and crafts e Parties ® Arranged theme nights

We also have outside (For after school/holiday club)

A Trim Trail where we enjoy climbing, balancing and swinging e A park with slides, bridges and balancing
frames o A large field and playground where we also have lots of fun with scooters and football matches etc. e
A nature reserve with a round house, yurt and pond area.

Prices for After School Club only. Open 3.10pm till 5.20pm Monday to Friday Term time only

1 child for half a session (3.10pm till 4.20pm) costs £5.50

1 child for full session (3.10pm till 5.20pm) costs £8.50

2 siblings for half a session (3.10pm-4.20pm) fees are an extra £4.95 making a total for 2 children £10.45
2 siblings for full session (3.10pm-5.20pm) fees are an extra £7.65 making a total for 2 children £16.15

A 5% discount will be given to any other siblings thereafter

For more information contact Gemma Mcleod, Catherine Shine & Amanda Mcleod (Senior Playworkers)
on 01352 780265 /07591 239511

or check us out on Facebook (5) Halkyn Mountain Kids After School Club/Holiday club | Facebook

or email us on Halkynmountainkidsclub@gmail.com

or even visit our website at Halkyn Mountain Kids Afterschool Club and Holiday Club | Ysgol Rhos Helyg

6
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Halkyn Mountain Cinema Update - Summer 2026

Having taken a well-earned rest, our cinema volunteers will be back in action in [
Halkyn Parish Hall on 7th November. ~

Get ready for The Sheep Detectives (PG), a cross between Babe and The Thurs- gfi

day Murder Club. It’s a gentle family comedy, starring Hugh Jackman as the -
shepherd who reads mystery novels to his sheep, which comes in handy when |~ “
they take it upon themselves to solve a crime. This film will increase your admi- | v
ration for our woolly friends on Halkyn Mountain! : DETECTlVEfi* .

In keeping with our tradition of |
showing a bIockbuster film at our
January screening, we’re looking at . :
either Steven Spielberg’s Disclosure Day or Chrlstopher
Nolan’s The Odyssey. They’re both worthy of a showing,
| and one of these films will be ideal to get people together
for a few hours on a long winter evening!

Check our Facebook page or look out for the posters pop-
ping up before November for more information. If you’'d
like to be added to our mailing list, so you can be alerted to
the tickets going on sale, please send an email to moun-
taincinema@yahoo.co.uk.

At each screening event, refreshments are available; tickets will go on sale two to three weeks prior to
the screening from www.mountaincinema.org.uk or www.facebook.com/halkynmountaincinema.

RobHughes; Chair
Halkyr Mountainv Community Cinemov

Halkyn Parish Hall and Library

The hall is available for private functions including weddings, christenings, birthday
parties (children’s birthday parties up to 12 years old), a committee room for
- ~__meetings, etc. The hall now has facilities for presentations and promotions with a
BNl \vide screen TV available in the hall and committee room. For bookings and enquiries
phone Colin Roberts 07934 669794 Mon to Fri (between 9am and 5pm).

Weekly Diary
Monday Over 50s club - meet at the hall first Monday in the month: also monthly outings - con-
tact Ron 01352 715723
Snooker Club - 7pm (New members welcome - contact Andy Wood 01352 780159)
The Snooker Table is also available for hire - contact Colin Roberts 07934 669794
Post Office - 4pm-4.30pm
Tuesday Zumba
Wednesday Charity Coffee Morning - 10.30am-12pm - 1st Wednesday in the month
Ewe Can Craft - alternate Wednesday evenings 7pm-9pm - contact Rosie 07563 372440
Thursday  Halkyn WI - 2pm-4pm
Clerical Error Border Morris Dancers - 8pm-10pm - contact Colin 07934 669794
6 Week Yoga Course - 6.30pm, 8th October - contact Mike Cragg 01352 741147
Friday Library - 1.30pm-7pm

Saturday Halkyn Mountain Quilters - contact Elaine 07871 586942
Sound Therapy with Rachel - contact her on 07951 740112 for further information of
dates & times

Free First Aid Course on 22nd and 23rd September 10am -1pm, max 12 people. Please email
Halkynparishhallcommittee@gmail.com to reserve a place leaving your details to confirm a place. The
committee are looking to put more courses on, any suggestions, please let us know.

Heartfelt Craft Fairs - See local advertising
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Memories of the Mountain Fire

Monday, 20™ July 2026, a lovely sunny summer’s day at
~ approximately 3.45pm fire was spotted in the Windmill
area of the mountain. The fire brigade was called and
What Three Words was used to give them a precise loca-
tion of the fire. Unaware neighbours were informed of
M how close the fire was to their properties; the fire esca-
.. lated at an alarming rate and had taken a firm hold by
4.15pm.

The fire service worked really hard trying to control the
fire which was getting very close to two properties. In
g total six fire engines attended from stations as far away as
~ Colwyn Bay and Ruthin. Thankfully Glyn Coleclough saw
the fire on his way home, and offered his services with his B
tractor and flail to make fire breaks in the gorse around
the two properties at risk.

WM The fire was under control by 7.30pm but still burning
‘and two fire engines remained on site all night damping
down. The service continued to monitor the site until
late Wednesday.

s \What was nice to see was how the Windmill community
wee i Checked on each other and assisted where possible. We
were very grateful for the hard work, and professional R
1 way the fire service dealt with the fire.

Howard Morvis & Savah Storey

Christ Church, Rhes-y-Cae

We would like to thank everyone who supported our Gin Night on Friday, 5th June. A very special thank
you to Fi, and her lovely family, from Cariad Gin, without their support this event could not have taken
place.

Also, a very big thank you to Nick from the cheese stall at Mold Market; Anthony from the Crown Inn at
Lixwm and Harry from Cracked Coffi, Mold for their very generous donations to the evening. Tickets sold
out within days, and the Village Hall was full to capacity. Due to popular demand, we will hopefully be
holding another Gin Night in the Autumn, so please keep your eyes peeled for the details.

The Gin Night was about raising funds for our Church, but it was also about growing our village communi-
ty. Christ Church has sat at the heart of this community for longer than any of us have lived. We want
this to continue, but times are challenging. It is easy to dismiss the Church as some relic of the past that
we no longer need, however the Church has always been here for everyone, in good times and bad, and
we want to continue to be here for years to come. We need the help of the community and we would
like to help the community, so why don’t you come along and visit us. It could just be the best thing you
ever did.

Sunday Services at Christ Church are held at 8.45 am. The first and third Sundays in the month are Com-
munion and the second and fourth Sundays in the month are Morning Prayer. Also, every Wednesday
morning at 8.30am we have a short service, no longer than ten to fifteen minutes, of Morning Prayer.

On Sunday, 30th August, being the fifth Sunday in the month, the three parishes on Halkyn Mountain will
meet at Christ Church at 10.30am for a joint Communion Service.

Finally, we would like to thank everyone who supported our Summer Coffee Morning on Tuesday, 14th
July.

Again thank you for your continued support, it is very much appreciated,

Dorothy Reece, Treasurer



Councillor’s Update

The summer months have been busy across the ward, with a wide range of issues requir-
ing attention, from planning matters and road safety to environmental concerns and com-
munity events.

\ "} In June, | met with our new Members of the Senedd, Llyr Gruffydd and Becca Martin, to
o 1 discuss the long-running issues surrounding Junction 32 of the A55. We had a very con-
structive meeting and, although we represent different political parties, we agreed that improving safety
and securing progress on this important junction is something we can all work towards together. Llyr and
Becca kindly agreed to take forward the case with the Welsh Government.

During the meeting, | also raised Flintshire’s long-standing concerns over the Welsh local government
funding formula, which consistently leaves our county among the worst-funded councils in Wales. | asked
Llyr to press the new Welsh Government to review the formula, and he agreed to raise the issue in Car-
diff.

Tiger Tim Planning Application

Closer to home, Councillor Fran Lister and | have continued working with residents on a number of plan-
ning matters. We recently helped residents of Wern Road regarding the Tiger Tim planning application
after identifying that CADW had not been consulted as part of the planning process. Following this, the
application has been deferred until the September Planning Committee meeting while the required con-
sultation takes place, ensuring the process is properly followed. We also raised issues regarding the size
and scale of the new building, being almost 13 meters in height. This would make it the tallest building in
Rhosesmor, surpassing the height of the church. | feel this is out of proportion for the village. There are
also considerable concerns by residents regarding access by the fire service should an accident occur, as
Wern Road would struggle to allow a fire engine to pass due to parked cars outside houses.

| urge Tiger Tim to engage with the residents of Wern Road, who are not against development of the busi-
ness, they are just opposed to the scale of the current proposal. There is a compromise that can be
reached here which allows the business to thrive, without adversely affecting the local residents. As al-
ways, my door is open for mediation.

Party House

We have also continued supporting residents affected by the ongoing issues surrounding the party house
in Halkyn. Following discussions with council officers, sound-monitoring equipment has now been in-
stalled close to the property, and planning officers are taking steps to enforce planning conditions that
have yet to be complied with by the owners. While there is still work to do, this represents encouraging
progress.

Wildfires

Like many residents, | have been deeply concerned by the wildfires that have affected Halkyn Mountain
and surrounding areas this summer. The combination of prolonged dry weather and discarded ignition
sources has created a significant risk. | have spoken with our Member of Parliament, Becky Gittins, asking
her to raise with the UK Government the possibility of restricting or banning the sale of disposable porta-
ble barbecues, which have been linked to a number of countryside fires across the UK.

Litter Pick
Finally, as | write this article, | have just returned from the Halkyn Village litter pick. It was fantastic to see
more than 40 volunteers giving up their time to help keep our community clean and safe. Together we
collected a substantial amount of litter, including broken glass and discarded vape batteries, both of
which present a serious fire risk during such dry conditions. My sincere thanks go to everyone who took
part, and to the Streetscene team at Flintshire County Council for providing the equipment and collecting
all the filled bags afterwards.

As always, if there is an issue affecting you or your
neighbourhood, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. |
Your concerns help shape the work we do, and | am al-
ways happy to help wherever | can.

Cllr Simon Jones

simon.jones@flintshire.gov.uk
07780 035388
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Hardy Plant Society
Clwyd Group

We are a friendly gardening group.
We enjoy talks and garden visits.

Meetings are held at the Halkyn Cricket Club,
Holywell CH8 8BS once a month on a Tuesday.
Talks start at 7.30pm. Doors open from 7pm for
plant sales, raffle tickets and free refreshments.
Visitors welcome; £3 per meeting.

Forthcoming Events

Tuesday, 15th September

Irises for the Natural Garden — Alun and Jill
Whitehead

Alun and Jill are owners of Aulden Farm, a relaxed,
natural, three-acre garden, which has been creat-
ed, since 1996, from a bare field on heavy, Here-
fordshire clay. Open for individuals and groups of
the NGS. Large collection of Siberian Iris
(beardless). Alun is a qualified British Iris Society
judge, and lill is secretary of the same society.
Plants for sale.

Tuesday, 13th October
Going Higher and Higher — Jack Willgoss

Jack and wife Laura own and run Wildegoose
Nursery and Walled Garden nestled in the beauti-
ful Shropshire Hills. They started the nursery as
specialist growers of hardy perennial violas, and
now grow a wide range of flowering perennials
and grasses. This talk is about using tall perennials
to create an immersive atmosphere in the garden,
going through some of their favourite tall and even
taller perennials and grasses. Plants for sale.

Tuesday, 10th November
Hardy Planters’ Winter Survival Kit — Don Witton

Don is holder of a Plant Heritage National Collec-
tion of Euphorbia; author of the Euphorbia HPS
booklet; has featured on BBC Gardener’s World
and in numerous magazines including RHS The
Garden. His talk will be about plants, projects, ac-
tivities and strategies to help you get through the
dark nights and cold days between October and
March. An amusing talk with some wonderful
slides of winter plants. Plants for sale.

Information: 01352 781458 (leave a message)
email: clwydgroup@hardy-plant.org.uk
www.facebook.com/HPSClwyd
www.hardy-plant.org.uk/clwyd

: Farmer’s Diary

Yet again I'm afraid that the weather

: dominates my Farmer’s diary. |

: spoke last time about areas of North-

ern UK having rain for over 35 con-

: secutive days, but it was not as bad here. Our April
: May produced the best spring weather we’ve ever
: had. Warm with showers but no heavy rain to feed
the ditches and water course. The grass grew well
: and crops got a really good start. Our lambs grew
: rapidly with the first lambs being sold on the 18"
May and having a supply every week since then.

Unusually we make hay in May, even before silage.
: This was from land not grazed over the winter and
with the weather being so hot in the last week of
: May, hay was made into big square bales. We
: made our silage on the 5™ June, again in perfect
: conditions.

We had 450 sheep sheared in searing heat on the
: 2" June but also dodging a few light showers.
: Many shearing teams had decided that it was more
comfortable for man and sheep to do the shearing
: from 4.30 in the morning until it got too hot.

: Since then, it hasn’t rained. The strip from Tremer-
: chion, north of the Denbigh Road and along the
Dee estuary have been the most badly affected
: due to lack of rain. Ruthin and the Vale of Clwyd
: did have a few more showers in June.
Midlist Farm now resemble a desert and cattle
: have been eating that early hay we made for about
: three weeks now. The ewes are also being offered
hay. The lambs have some grass to nibble at in the
: wetter fields, shaded by trees but they are also
: supplemented with concentrates. The dry weather
: unfortunately has contributed to several grass and
: gorse fires across Wales.
: fire service and Glyn Coleclough for dealing with
: the fire in Windmill so effectively. The fire break
Glyn cut proved to be a key factor in stopping the
: fire spreading to nearby properties, hopefully the
: powers that be will take note of this.

Parts of

We are grateful to the

Everyone knows that famers’ working hours are
: long but they can be flexible.
: have had the opportunity to sneak off in the mid-
: dle of the day to watch our granddaughter, Hollie
play cricket for Lancashire youth teams, sometimes
: at very short notice.

This summer we

Here’s hoping for some rain soon, preferably dur-
: ing the night and not in Lancashire on match days.

Johin Sigsworth
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Halkyn WI

Halkyn WI meet on the first Thursday of each month at 2pm, in the village hall. Our
meetings consist of an interesting programme of guest speakers, outings, quizzes

and other fun activities.

INSPIRING WOMEN
,

In May our guest speakers were Kev and Gill
from K & G Chocolatiers in Mold. They gave an I
informative talk about the development of choc-
olate throughout history, starting 5,000 years
ago with the Aztec and Mayan people who first
made a spicy drink using beans from the cacao Im»

~ tree. When it was introduced to Europe by the N
Spanish explorers, chocolate was widely consid-
ered to be an unpleasant tasting drink but was
tolerated for its health benefits. It wasn’t until

$

the 18th century that chocolate took solid form.

They described how the dark, milk and white variations of chocolate came about, and we all enjoyed the
samples we were given. K & G buy all their chocolate in its purest form, and only from Fairtrade suppli-
ers. Kev demonstrated how to make flavoured ganaches, while Gill sold a selection of their delicious mer-
chandise.

In June our guest speaker was Rachel from Symphonic Sounds. She de-
livered a really lovely mindfulness session, using meditation and thera-
peutic sounds. She explained how the gongs and grounding instru-
ments she used can influence the brain, clearing thoughts and guiding
the recipient into a deeply meditative state. The benefits can be pow-
g erful, and can even last for some time after the session has finished.

We are a small, friendly group, and would welcome new members. Anyone interested can come along to
up to three meetings free of charge to find out about the WI, and what it can offer to them. Contact our
secretary, Hazel Hughes (hazelhughes99@gmail.com) or our President, Fiona Jones (fidoej3 @talktalk.net)

for more information.

A PAPAL BLESSING

Kevin Mclntyre has received a papal blessing from Pope
Leo XIV for his long service working on behalf of Cafod
(Catholic fund for overseas development).

Kevin has lived on Halkyn Mountain since returning in
1973, from teaching young students in Kenya for five
years. His family, wife and four boys grew up in wonder-
ful Halkyn.

Kevin has been a dedicated volunteer for Cafod for over
50 years and now as an octogenarian he still continues
with this work in the parish, community, fundraising,
supporting with fast days, emergencies, campaigns and
many other activities.

Cafod is so incredibly grateful for all his hard work.

Many people’s lives have been improved because of his
kind commitment.
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Holywell Golf Club

Who would have thought we would be complain-
ing of no rain! It has been absolutely barmy
weather over the last month with records being
broken on a daily basis across the country. | love
the heat and the sun, but | am fully aware that
everywhere does need a good dosing of water, not
least the golf course. Maybe by the time you are
reading this, we may well be back to a normal
British summer!

Holywell Golf Club is different to many golf clubs
across North Wales and the rest of the country.
We don’t have an irrigation system that runs to
every green and each fairway, so we rely on manu-
al watering. | can assure you, this is an extremely
difficult task, just using hose points and manual

sprinklers which run from mains and where pres- :
It takes the Greens :

:I'm sure you will remember in May, a lady went

sure can be extremely low.
staff between 5/6 hours to water nine greens. The
throw of the sprinklers does not cover the whole :
green and therefore they have to be moved be-
tween 3-5 times, depending on the size of the:
green. So, leaving a sprinkler to do its job whilst :
you move to another green is not a possibility.

Our Greens staff, and some volunteers, have been
ground on our greens, and hats off to them all,
they really have done a great job with the re-
strictions we face. Thank you to each and every
one of you.

competitions being held on a regular basis.

titions.

Aberdeen to Cornwall.

sions.

Congratulations to Ne|I Grahame for his Hole in :
One on the Par 3 15" Hole, The Quarry. This is :
Well done, :

Neil’s 2" Hole in One on this hole.
Neil.

Saturday, 18" July was our Captain’s Day. Mr Carl :
Henson hosted a great day with sausage butties for :
each competitor at the start of the round, a half- :
tee and then a fun :
packed evening of entertainment with delicious :
food from Cegin Cariad and questionable karaoke :
singing from members. Approx £1,200 was raised :
for NEWSAR (North East Wales Search & Rescue). :
Well done to everyone and congratulations to Mr :

way house drink on the 11° th

Captain.

We have some new events in place since the last :
Bonni’s Pizza is at the golf club every :
Tuesday between 5pm — 8pm. You can order your :

newsletter.

the clubhouse to enjoy it with a drink. We have also
had JUST-STEAK here twice, so keep a look out on
our socials for more food pop ups and the next
dates.

Bingo is on every Thursday between 7:30pm -
8:30pm, and we have a monthly quiz on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month starting at 7:30pm. Eve-
ryone is welcome, you don’t need to be a member.

There |s also a Bongo Bingo night booked in for Fri-
day 2" October. Again, details will be on Facebook
in the next few weeks.

We do offer Social Membership at £35 for the year,
which gives you 20% discount off any bar purchases.
If you would like more information, please contact
secretary@holywellgc.co.uk.

Thanking the Community

: missing on the mountain. That special lady happens
“to be my wife, and we would dearly like to say a
: huge big thank you to the Halkyn Mountain commu-
:nity for everything that they did in helping North
: Wales Police, Mountain Rescue and North East
: Wales Search and Rescue to successfully find my

Jrect > i Ewife Gill.

working tirelessly to try and keep moisture in the :

:We were overwhelmed with everyone's kindness
:and support during those horrific two days and
s since.
:dia etc, | honestly believe that Gill wouldn't have
i survived.

The summer season is in full swing, with major :
We :
have been host to fwo ‘Gateway to Wales’ compe. & """ 5 s s s
This is a competition over three days :
across three courses in the Flintshire area, with :
competitors coming from far parts of the country; :
Thankfully the weather :
was beautiful on both occasions and the course :
held up well for the 160 competitors on both occa- :

If it wasn't for all the coverage on social me-

Heartfelt
Art & Craft

Fairs

Saturday 21.March
Saturday 20« June
Saturday 21.Nov

Halkyn Parish Hall & Library CH8 8ES
Supporting Charities, local volunteers, Artists and Crafters
heartfelt.mountainstudio@aol.co.uk
Find us on Facebook @ heartfelt art and craft

The Events Are Licenced By Flintshire County Council

12



‘Our Mountain’ Codeword
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Rhosesmor Events

As promised, the Rhosesmor diary has been fuII of varied activities. Startlng
with a scavenger hunt on 3" rd May. On the 14™ June John Thomas shared his ¥
memorable knowledge of the intriguing history of Rhosesmor village, on a
round tour from the church to Tiger Tim, then up to the Wern and back down to
the church. We were blessed with excellent weather. A copy of John’s walk and g8}
its commentary is available in The Outpost. Thank you to all who supported
these events.

John’s Rhosesmor On 7™ August we were honoured, once again, to wel-
LRSI Gaals come Welsh Elvis to our village. A popular fundraiser
for us who makes regular appearances in our pro-
gramme of events. A lot of foot tapping, helped along
with our wine and cheese supplied by Nick’s Cheese
and Meat Stall in Mold Market. Thank you, Nick, for
your constant support and delicious array of cheeses.

i o " Hopefully just after you re-
ceive your Halkyn Mountain k
— y y . Y vy |8

News we are repeating the
very successful afternoon of
Country Crafts, Pimms and
strawberries in the church
and grounds on 12" September. This
year our choir is the internationally ac-
claimed Harmonicx from Widnes, with a
2 lively programme of well known four-
part harmonies.

& the children from Ysgol Rhos Helyg in the eco-garden area and the
=! Clwyd Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers will again demonstrate
M their historic art. This year we are adding a traditional horse racing

game, all helped along with our strawberries and Pimms and an ex-
hibition of work by local artists in the church.

This year Freda Rock will not be holdlng her record- breaklng Macmillan coffee
mornlng, so 26™ September at 10am in the church, is your chance to support Y9u brew tl:he
this precious charity, as sadly we all know someone who has turned to them difference!
for help in the past. Let’s make this a record breaking event out of respect for
Freda’s outstanding work over the years.

& & October is livened up with our own home-
- .. grown local talent. Following the splendid
S Rhosesmor Village N youth concert there was a request for the Thank you for bringing people together
L i % dl-(i:ahll , $rve d I h h h ﬂ_- h . to your Coffee Morning, being part of
T 1o ar::H76uPch ‘ Siegs adu ts to aVe a chance to SNoOw O t elr.en_ something meaningful and fundraising
¥ ceenlwose SRS tertaining skills. We have a colourful Variety | s fentestic £
* Evening of singing, instrumentals, humour 48141
and poetry all held together by our MC and
4 poet, Steve Blakesley. @ i A
An event for all the famiyioenoy - And then to the finale of our year, the Christmas Fair on the 28" No-

L.nkl 1 ~ vember in Rhosesmor Village Hall and St Paul’s Church 10.30am to 3pm.
Craﬂ}}tausfgt;gg%grgitgs We’'re fully booked with stalls and the usual delicious WI cakes, games
Prize Raffle  Tombola and of course Santa himself!

Burgers & Hotdogs from
Award Winning Butcher Mike Kennedy
Come and meet Santa

in his grotto

If you would like to join us in planning our events you would be most
~ welcome. Please message 07047 046695 we’d be delighted to hear
from you.

- Rhosesmor Village Hall
ﬁ and Church CH7 6PJ
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Halkyn Mountain Heritage & Nature Group

It is always tricky, planning dates for our walks, because the
weather has a big effect on flowering times. Who would have
predicted this year’s heatwaves! Pleasingly, this year has seen
new people enjoying our wildflower walks.

Our first walk in May was from Rhes-y-Cae towards the Cemex

 after setting off, we spotted some Adder’s-tongue ferns, easily -
overlooked because they are so small and without typical Fa.
‘ferny’ stems. At the quarry bund, there were more than 100 £5&
! {_{ Early Purples, many not fully open. Other spring flowers along &
-4 the way included Common Dog-violet, Good Friday Grass, Cuck- §

road junction where we saw another unusual fern, Moonwort.
We continued to the flat area near the Pant quarry, where
there were plenty of flowers, such as Speedwells, Wild Straw-
berry, Spring Sandwort, Common Spotted-orchid, Ground Ivy,

: Tormentil etc. The Bee Orchids did not disappoint, neither did
W e % | the single unexpected Pyramidal Orchid. We heard a Skylark, a
o ,_,;,‘,’;“' ,%.s— bird which is rare these days, nesting on the ground, it is vul-
: "_:,'ch. P& . nerable to disturbance from humans or animals.

»

o
Pl

Early Purple Orchid

Our July walk was from Brynford, taking in a part of Holywell
% Common. We saw a range of heathland plants such as Lady’s
“ Bedstraw, Carline Thistle, Quaking Grass, Fairy Flax and Wild
Moonwort Thyme. In the old quarry cliff area we saw White Stonecrop,

WA Wall-rue (another fern), Creeping Cinquefoil and Bird’s-foot il
Trefoil. It was pleasing to see a number of invertebrates, &
Meadow Brown & Comma butterflies, Green Grasshopper, S
Nursery Web Spider, and a Common Yellow Conch moth —

' spotted by Isla. y

b f@»ﬂ Our August walk was to look at the Dwarf/Stemless Thistles at &5,
; ’ﬁ_, % Rhes-y-Cae. Many of the usual August flowers have been S
2 @ % scorched due to the summer heatwaves, however Harebells ‘sl
““ and Dwarf Thistles were thriving. Halkyn Mountain is the most
north-westerly site in Britain for the Dwarf Thistles, so they are

rare and very special for Wales.

Pyramidal brch};j

4~( < y

N/ of fires on the Mountain. One at Windmill was very serious,
ﬁ with threat to residential property. This area is where we had }

y cluding Waxcaps, Corals, Earth Tongues and Spindles which on-

: & ly grow in certain limestone grasslands. It will depend how
e S deep the heat penetrated the ground as to whether these fun-

- R gi will eventually re-appear, after all, the main organism = =

Carline Thistle (mycelium) is underground, only the fruiting bodies appear Fairy Flax

S P above the soil. L7 (T

Mavis Midgley. (1) Halkyn Mountain Heritage & Nature Group
| Facebook

& Mavis Midgley
The Halkyn Mountain Heritage
& & Nature Group Team

White Stonecrop
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CYNGOR CYMUNED HELYGAIN
HALKYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Quarterly Report

Criminal Offences Reported Within the Community:

A The following offences were reported to the North Wales Police — within the last three
months:

Halkyn: 3 x Burglary/1 x Vehicle crime/2 x Violence

Pentre Halkyn: 2 x Anti-social behaviour/1 x Burglary/3 x Violence/1 x Vehicle crime
Pen-Y-Parc: 1 x Anti-social behaviour

Rhes-Y-Cae: 1 x Anti-social behaviour/4 x Violence

Rhosesmor: 1 x Anti-social behaviour/1 x Violence

The Catch: 1 x Violence

The Nant (A55): 1 x Anti-social behaviour/1 x Violence

The Wern: 1 x Anti-social behaviour/2 x Violence

New Chair of Halkyn Community Council:

Councillor Brian Coleclough was appointed and signed his Declaration
of Acceptance of Office as Chair of Halkyn Community Council for the
year 2026/2027. Councillor Coleclough has been a member of the
past Halkyn Parish and the present Halkyn Community Council for a
substantial number of years, including on a number of occasions as
Chair of Council. Councillor Howard Morris was appointed as Vice
Chair of Council. Councillor Delyth Taylor the retiring Chair of Council
thanked the Councillors, together with the Clerk, for their support,
and wished Councillor Coleclough an enjoyable time as Chair. In re-
sponse, Councillor Coleclough thanked Members for his appointment
and also thanked the retiring Chair, Councillor Delyth Taylor, for her
time as Chair of Council.

Councillor Brian Coleclough
(Chair of Halkyn Community Council)

Halkyn Community Council’s Annual Report:

Under the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 (Section 52), all Town & Community Councils
in Wales must provide an Annual Report to year ending 31st March 2026. The Halkyn Community Coun-
cil’s report is published and is available to peruse on the Council’s website — as below web address (Public
Notices & Financial Page).

Included in the Annual Report: Details of the Halkyn Community Council and number of residents con-
tained within the Register of Electors/Names and contact details of all Councillors and the Clerk, including
the various Committees and Groups the Councillors represent/Councils objectives during 2025/2026 to-
gether with the 2026/2027 objectives/Financial details which include asset register, budget, applications
for financial assistance, Councillor allowances and publication of audited accounts, together with the fol-
lowing: Environmental (Wales Act) 2016 (S6); Flintshire County Council Planning, street lighting and Coun-
cillor training plans.

Flintshire County Council (Street Scene)

The following concerns have been reported to Street Scene: (1) Condition of roadway at junctions of
B5123 and A5026. Request for the area to be inspected as the roadway requires a major repair or re-
tarmacing. It is possible the condition of the road has deteriorated due to the heavy vehicles that use the
area (2) Request for the installation of yellow lines in the Nant area between the Haven Garage and Billy
Jeans. The concern relates to inconsiderate parking in general, which causes difficulty for the large lorries
and general traffic that travel along this road, together with the entry and egress to Cornist Lane Junction
(3) Potholes in the following areas: Junction of bottom of sand & gravel (Rhosesmor Hill)/Windmill junc-
tion to Rhes Y Cae/Junction of Shone’s Lane, Berth Ddu/Top of Middle Mill Lane/Moel Y Crio. From area of
bus stop to Y Fferm/Moel Y Crio to Rhes Y Cae Road — travelling downhill Halkyn to Rhes Y Cae road/Top
of Martins Hill — between Buxton Lane and Rhes Y Cae junction/Crossroads under A55 — travelling down-
hill from Springfield Hotel (4) Dog fouling in the Halkyn area.
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Planning Applications

The Community Council passed comments in relation to the following planning applications, which had
been received from Flintshire County Council:

(1) Application number: FUL/001055/25 — for amendments to submitted application, for full planning per-
mission for the demolition of existing warehouse and office building and erection of new storage facility
with ancillary office space, reconfiguration/provision of parking, landscaping, alterations to internal road
layout, installation of new pump house & sprinkler tanks and capping of mine shaft (retrospective ele-
ment), at Tiger Tim, Rhosesmor (2) Application number: ADV/000408/26 — for proposed advertisement
consent to install four non-illuminated sponsorship signs 1000x500mm placed on the roundabout using a
powder coated two posts and plate, passive sign system, one sign located facing each road entrance, at
Roundabout, A55 NW Expressway at Caeau Gleision Lane, Halkyn.

The Community Council response to the above applications, can be found in the Council Minutes - which
can be viewed - as per the below website address:

Planning Decisions

The following planning decisions have been received from Flintshire County Council: (1) Application num-
ber: FUL/000226/26 - for erection of a single-storey detached bungalow to be used as a residential annex,
at Bryn Haul, Moel Y Crio. Refused (2) Application number: FUL/000072/26 - for proposed rear extension
& alterations to existing dwelling, at Spring Cottage, Nant Road, Pentre Halkyn. Approved (3) Application
number: FUL/000977/25 - for conversion of outbuilding to form Annex, at Bryn Goronwy, Moel Y Crio. Ap-
proved (4) Application number: FUL/000367/25 — for proposed 2 Static Caravans within curtilage of main
dwelling to substitute 2 x glamping pods. Top Pen- y- Parc Farm, Pant Y Goff, Halkyn. Approved.

Donations and Financial Support

The Halkyn Community Council has provided the following financial assistance since the last edition of the
Halkyn Mountain News: £710.00 to Halkyn Cricket Club (Application for funding towards room refurbish-
ment); £500.00 to Halkyn & District Bowling Club (Application towards general running and maintenance
costs) and £338.00 to Rhes Y Cae Village Hall (Application towards re-painting of part of the Hall).

Phillip Parry

Clerk to Halkyn Community Council
Tel: 01352 720547

E-mail: clerk@halkyn.org.uk

Web Site: www.halkyn.org.uk

Pentre Halkyn Village Hall

Whats On...
The Centre hosts a number of regular weekly activities, including:
id « Katherine Jones Art Class — Tuesdays, 7-9pm

o Start the Week Service — Mondays 10am, followed by Coffee Morning at 10.30am.
All welcome.

| « Over 50s Bingo — Mondays 1.30pm-3pm

¢ Holywell Art Club — Wednesdays, 10.30am—2pm

The Centre is available for private hire and meetings. For enquiries:
call or text: 07484 107620

or email: pentrehalkynbook@gmail.com
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Councillor Update from FRAN

It has been a busy few months across Brynford and Halkyn, with several significant
planning, highways and environmental issues affecting our villages. | have continued
to work with residents, community groups and council officers to make sure local

concerns are heard and followed up.

Tiger Tim, Rhosesmor

The proposed expansion of the Tiger Tim site in
Rhosesmor has understandably caused considerable
concern among residents, particularly those living on
Wern Road and around the centre of the village.

Following a Planning Committee site visit, considera-
tion of the application was deferred to allow further
information to be obtained. This includes consultation
with Cadw because of the site’s proximity to the Moel
y Gaer scheduled monument, further consideration by
North Wales Fire and Rescue Service, and additional
highways information.

Residents have raised important questions about the
height and scale of the proposed buildings, overlook-
ing, vehicle movements, fire safety and the storage of
almost 1,000 pallets of firelighters.

Residents are not opposed to investment in the site or
the modernisation of the business. However, any de-
velopment must be safe, proportionate and respectful
of its village location. | will continue to represent resi-
dents when the application is returned to the Planning
Committee.

Road Maintenance

A great deal of work has been completed, or is cur-
rently under way, on roads across the ward. Resurfac-
ing has taken place in Brynford, and many of our
smaller roads have been patched using additional
funding secured through the Liberal Democrat amend-
ment to the council budget in February.

There is still much more to do, and | fully understand
residents’ frustration about the condition of some
roads. | will continue to seek further investment and
explore every available opportunity to get this essen-
tial work carried out.

Recycling Collections

There have also been recurring problems with recy-
cling and refuse collections in parts of Brynford, Pen-
tre Halkyn and the surrounding villages.

Where collections are missed repeatedly, please re-
port each missed collection. | am continuing to raise
these problems with Streetscene, so please contact
me if you are experiencing repeated missed collec-
tions.

Please park considerately on Halkyn Mountain
| have received an increasing number of complaints
about parking on and around Halkyn Mountain.

In some cases, vehicles have blocked driveways or re-
stricted access for residents, agricultural vehicles and
emergency services. In other places, cars have been
parked too far away from the hard standing, creating
churned-up and damaged sections of the mountain.

| know that, by writing this here, | am probably
preaching to the converted, but please help spread
the word.

Hendre Quarry Slip
| recently attended the quarry liaison meeting, where
we received an update about the work required to
address the slip at Hendre Quarry.

During the first phase of the works, engineers encoun-
tered ground conditions that differed from those as-
sumed when the second phase was designed. Further
boreholes have therefore been drilled so that the pro-
posed design can be checked against the actual
ground conditions.

This will cause some delay while the results are as-
sessed. If the original assumptions are confirmed, it
may still be possible for the second phase of work to
begin this year. If the results show that a different
solution is needed, the scheme will have to be rede-
signed, which could push the work into next year.

| made clear at the liaison meeting that residents have
already waited a long time and that the slip needs to
be repaired as soon as it is safe and technically possi-
ble to do so.

Holiday accommodation: sensible rules for very
different businesses

Many residents will be aware of the serious disturb-
ance being experienced by neighbours of a large holi-
day property in Halkyn. This case has highlighted gaps
between the planning, environmental health, licensing
and antisocial-behaviour systems.

| have launched a Senedd petition calling for stronger
licensing arrangements for high-occupancy visitor ac-
commodation. It is not aimed at ordinary holiday
cottages or responsible tourism businesses. It is fo-
cused on large properties accommodating substantial
groups, where repeated noise and disturbance can
seriously affect neighbouring homes.

The petition calls for noise-management arrange-
ments, controls on outdoor entertainment, a named
responsible manager and stronger action where seri-
ous disturbance is repeated.

At the same time, | have been raising with Welsh Gov-
ernment and our MP the difficulties faced by small,
responsible and genuinely seasonal holiday-let busi-
nesses. To qualify for business rates, a property must
normally be available for at least 252 days and actual-
ly let for at least 182 days each year. That is an ex-
tremely demanding threshold for small rural business-
es operating in a naturally seasonal tourism market.
The rules are particularly bureaucratic for new holiday
lets.

A new business can remain on the council tax register
until it has accumulated evidence that it has met the
occupancy threshold, leaving genuine operators facing
punishing council tax bills, sometimes including a sec-
ond-home premium, even when planning restrictions
prevent the property being used as an ordinary home.
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“We need rules that support small, re-
sponsible rural tourism businesses
while giving councils stronger powers
to deal with large party houses.”

SCAN TO SIGN

My work on scrutiny committees

Alongside my work within the ward, | continue to
serve on Flintshire’s Education, Youth and Culture and
Social and Health Care scrutiny committees. These
committees allow councillors to examine services in
detail, question senior officers and press for improve-
ments.

In Education scrutiny, | have focused on whether chil-
dren and young people are genuinely being heard. |
welcomed the progress made through Young Flint-
shire, but asked whether it properly represents all
young people, including those who are home educat-
ed, have additional learning needs or are educated
outside mainstream schools. | also supported devel-
oping similar opportunities for younger children to
have their say.

| raised the possible impact of future restrictions on
children’s use of social media and mobile phones.
Any sudden change could leave some young people
feeling isolated, so | asked the council to consider how
youth clubs, community activities and other opportu-
nities could help them build relationships away from
screens.

| have also challenged the pressure being placed on
teachers, headteachers and school staff. Wellbeing
posters and signposting are not enough when schools
face shrinking resources, growing workloads and in-
creasingly complex needs.

In July, we considered Flintshire’s new Belonging
Strategy. | support its focus on ensuring children feel
safe, valued and connected to their school, but ques-
tioned how schools can deliver it without sufficient
staff, time and funding. This strategy requires stable
staffing and enough time for teachers and support
staff to understand each child’s needs.

At Social and Health Care scrutiny, | asked about rising
adult safeguarding referrals, whether services had
enough capacity to respond, and what support was
available when an older or vulnerable person did not
meet the safeguarding threshold. | also raised sup-
port for women who choose to breastfeed, recruit-
ment and mentoring for newly qualified social work-
ers, support for unpaid carers, reliable care at home,
and protections for people living with dementia or
reduced mental capacity.

PLEASE GET IN TOUCH

County Councillor for Brynford and Halkyn

More information about my committee work can be
found at franlister.wales. Please contact me if there
are gaps in council policy or services affecting you,
or if you are experiencing repeated local problems
that need to be raised.

fran.lister@flintshire.gov.uk

Halkyn Cricket Club

Senior Men - All cricket stats and info are upto 1st
August

The first team are currently enjoying a very successful
season, winning 13 out of 14 completed games. Na-
than Roett is currently leading the way with the
batting, with a very impressive 702 runs, including two
centuries. Nabeel Khan and Ben Roberts are also in
the runs this season. Nathan is also currently leading
the bowling with 34 wickets, well supported by Ham-
mad Bajwa and Ben Roberts, who both have 21 wick-
ets.

Our newly promoted second team have settled into
Division 3, with a recent upturn in form. So far the
team have won 4 out of 13 completed games. Jack
Hawkins is currently leading the way with the bat with
296 runs, including a top score of 92 at Ruthin. Duane
Williams and Gareth Thomas are also in the runs with
close to 200. Gareth with 16 wickets is currently the
leading bowler, well supported by Josh Edwards and
Oliver Jones.

Our Chester Midweek League team have enjoyed a
very successful campaign, winning 8 out of 10 games
to date. With only two games remaining, they are
well placed for promotion.

The junior season and training has now come to an
end. We would like to thank all the juniors who came
down to take part, and hope to see you all indoors in
the new year. If you know someone who would like to
join us, then please send Jane a message.

Clubhouse Hire

A reminder that the clubhouse is available to hire at
competitive rates. The refurbishment of the players'
lounge is now complete and available to hire and
would suit meetings or smaller gatherings.

We would like to thank all our sponsors for the 2026
season. If you would like information on becoming a
sponsor, then please get in touch, and remember that
everyone is always welcome to come down and sup-
port the teams.

For further information on any of the above, please
contact Keith or Jane on 01352 781523 or 07732
325033.
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Ysgol Rhos Helygs News Report
Autumb 2026

Ysgol Rhos Helyg Find us on Facebook. Also please check out our website:
ysgolrhoshelyg.com

We have once again been very busy at Rhos Helyg. We would like to share with you a flavour of the
things that have happened since our last article. It is hard to believe that we are now at the end of the
Summer Term.

Community Café

Our Free Community Café is generally held on the third Friday of each
month between 10am and 11.30am during term time and is well attended. §_
Everyone is very welcome to attend for a cuppa, a cake and a chat!

R N a= ,
KW ‘ N @y - The Community Café have had a
e meeting with a focus on wellbeing.

Here we can see the pupils playing
Chess with some visitors.

Summer Show

The Summer Show was a whole school production this year. The
performances were fantastic especially considering the very hot
weather conditions. The children and staff worked very hard to
stage the show. Lots of ice creams were eaten before and after
the performances.

B School Gardens

| The school gardens have also struggled with
the weather. We managed to grow some love-
ly new potatoes and spring onions.

i Reading

Our reading initiative this year challenged pu-
pils to ‘Get caught reading in somewhere unu-
sual’. Our winner was caught reading a book
upside down on her trampoline.

School Art Exhibition

The Children created lots of fantastic pieces of artwork for our exhibition.
Members of the community were invited to view the work and were very
complimentary about the standard of artwork. >
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Welsh Water

Welsh Water came
to school to deliver
an assembly and
workshop about wa-
ter conservation.

We were, once again,
sorry to see our Spanish
trainee teachers leave us
after their four-month
placement. We learnt a
lot about Spanish culture
and tried to learn some
basic Spanish. It was a
great experience for both
| parties.

g e

Science Club

We have re-started our
science club under the =M
expert tuition of a re-
tired science teacher and
friend of the school! The
children are having lots
of hands-on experiments
to challenge them.

Forest School

Toasting marshmal-

lows is a firm favourite

to end every Forest
school session.

Annette Jones

Our school cook is
retiring after 22
years at the school.
She has served thou-
sands of meals to
hundreds of chil-
dren. It will be
strange to  see
somebody else in
the kitchen in Sep-
tember. We wish
her a fantastic re-
tirement with Hefin.

Living Things & Habitats Crossword

CLL L]

il |

= Across:

: 4: Alarge area of water that is surrounded by land.

: 5: An animal that eats both plants and other animals.
: 7: An area of land that rises very high above the land
: around it and that is higher than a hill.

: 8: There are a lot of of penguins.

: 10: Below the surface of the earth.

: 11: A flesh-eating creature.

: 12: A wet place there are a lot of animals.

: 15: Any animal that feeds chiefly on grass and other
: plants.

: 19: A journey to see or hunt animals especially in africa.
1 20: A large town.

: Down:

: 1: A tropical forest where plants and trees grow very

. thickly.

: 2: U.S. city, Georgia.

: 3: Where birds fly.

: 6: A type of animal that feeds milk to its young and that
: usually has hair or fur covering most of its skin.

: 9: Itis not like the city.

: 13: Of or relating to the North Pole or the region

: around it.

: 14: A large natural flow of water that crosses an area of
: land and goes into an ocean, a lake, etc.

: 16: A very large area of sea.

: 17: An area of very dry land that is usually covered with
: sand and is very hot.

= 18: Alarge hole in the side of a hill, cliff, or mountain,

: orone that is underground.




ORNEL CYMEA O Halkyn i Halki m

Wedi cyrraedd Groeg o’r diwedd - a’r peth cynta sy’n cymryd sylw rhywun yw’r gwres sy’n eich taro fel bwli ar
Ol glanio. Roedd yr awyrenfa yn Rhodes dan ei sang a phawb yn chwyrlio o gwmpas fel gwenyn meirch. Rhai
yn disgwyl am eu bagiau tra’n sbio ar negeseuon ar eu ffonau, eraill yn cyfarch eu gilydd tan grio a chwerthin.
Mae rhywun yn dod wyneb yn wyneb efo pobl - am eiliad a’r eiliad nesa’ mae nhw’n diflannu am byth. A dyna
ni yn disgwyl am vy tacsi i fynd a ni at y fferi. Mae cymryd corneli mewn tacsi yn Groeg yn ddychrynllyd o
gyffrous - cau fy llygaid bydda i a gobeithio am y gorau.

Fodd bynnag, ar y gwyliau yma ro’n i’'n benderfynol i ddefnyddio bach o’r iaith. Felly, dyma fi'n troi at ddyn y
tacsi a deud ‘effharista’ - sy’n golygu Diolch. Yn amlwg dim fel hyn mai sillafu’r gair ond fel hyn ma rhywun yn
ei ddeud o. Gesh i nod bach gany boi tacsi! Fe wnaeth y nod yna fy llenwi hefo bach mwy o hyder.

Mae Halki yn le anhygoel o dlws - distaw ac yn bell o ddwylo twristiaeth, a phawb yn glen a chroesawgar. Dwi
wrth fy modd efo coffi yng Ngroeg felly wedi cyrraedd, aethon ni’n syth am ryw daverna a gofyn ‘Treis kafedes,
parakalo’ sy’n golygu - 3 coffi plis. A wedyn wrth adal mi wnes i ddeud ‘kalinichta’ sy’n golygu nds da.

Yn ystod y gwyliau, aethon ni i'r Eglwys ar yr ynys a dod ar draws boi yn llnau y chandaliers. Yr hyn ddoth i'm
meddwl! oedd yr olygfa eiconig yn ‘only fools and horses’ a geiriau anfarwol David Jason ‘Brace yourself Rod-
ney’!! Esiiaty dyn llnau a chyflwyno fy hun ‘Ime o Nia’ fynta’n deud mai George oedd o, yn enedigol o Ath-
ens. Pan ddedish i mai o Gymru o’n i - doedd gyno fo ddim clem. Felly, dyma fi'n cael brén wef, bachu’r ffon a
gwglo Dafydd Iwan a dechrau morio canu ‘yma o hyd’. Unwaith welodd George ein baner, nath o ddeall mai
cymraes ydw i!ll Mae’r Gymraeg mor bwysig i mi - yr iaith a’r diwyllliant; pan mae rhywun yn ymweld ag un-
rhyw wlad, mae’n gwrtais i fentro gyda’r iaith. Dim ots os da chi’n gwneud camgymeriadau - ewch amdani,
boed yn Gymraeg, Sbaeneg, ffrangeg - cofleidiwch iaith y wlad a chamwch ymlaen. Llynedd, welish iy geiriau
yma ary wé -

‘Speak the Cymraeg you have - even if you get a treiglad wrong or mixio bach o words Saesneg. Who has the
right to judge you? You are strengthening our mother tongue - one gair at a time - dal ati arwr!V’

Fel nesh i yn Halki - Go for it! Ewch amdani!

Twm a Moi a’u clustiau Hud

Mae Twm a Moi yn gwn bach andros o ddireudus. Mae nhw wrth eu boddau yn pusnesu a chwilio am antur!
Mae gan y ddau glustaiu arbennig sydd yn meddu ar bwerau hud. Weithiau pan mae’r cloc yn taro deuddeg a
mae pawb arall yn y ty yn rhochian cysgu, mae clustiau Twm a Moi yn tyfu ac yn tyfu - a dyma pryd mae’r ddau
yn gallu hedfan. Hedfan i helpu anifeiliaid bach eraill mewn trafferth -

‘Clustaiu hud, clustiau hud, Dos a ni i ben pella’r byd’.

A gyda wish a woosh a woosh a wish mae clustiau’r ddau yn codi ac i ffwrdd a nhw drwy’r ffenest! Weithiau,
mae Moi yn teimlo’n simsan ar y daith a mae ei fol yn chwyrlio fel peiriant golchi llestri, mae ei wyneb yn troi’n
wyrdd a mae ei geg yn troi’'n sych fel caets bwji. Ma Twm, ar y llaw arall wrth ei fodd yn mynd ar wib ac yn
tynnu ei glustiau i fynd yn gyflymach. Tynnu unwaith i gyflymu a thynnu dwywaith i slofi lawr. Tynnu tair
gwaith i ddeud bod Moi ar fin taflu fyny.

Heno, mae Twm a Moi yn gweld rhywbeth enfawr yng nghanol y mér! Rhywbeth tebyg i fynydd, morfil enfawr
gyda’r llygadau mwya caredig welodd neb erioed. Ond, mae’r morfil yn drist -

‘Beth sy’n bod Mr Morfil?” meddai Twm a Moi.

‘New chi fy helpu?’ meddai Mr Morfil.

‘Mae na linyn plastig yn sownd o amgylch fy mol. Mae’n brifo a dydwi ddim yn gallu nofio’n iawn’.

‘Paid a phoeni - nawn ni dy helpu’ a chan ddefnyddio eu pawenau mawr blewog a’u dannedd miniog, mae
Twm a Moi yn llwyddo i rhyddhau y llinyn plastig o amgylch bol y morfil.

‘Diolch Twm a Moi! Dwi’n gallu nofio’n iawn rwan! Plis wnewch chi ddeud wrth pawb beidio taflu sbwriel i’r
mor’.

Ac i ffwrdd a’r morfil fel llong danfor! Gyda pawen lawen, mae Twm a Moi yn gytun eu bod wedi gwneud
joban gwerth chweil. Ond, mae’n bryd i’r ddau ei throi hi am adra.

‘Clustiau hud, clustiau hud, Dos a ni i adra i wely clud’.

A gyda woosh a wish, a wish a woosh mae clustiau’r ddau yn tyfu ac i ffwrdd & nhw am adra! Twm yn tynnu
dwywaith i fynd yn gyflymach a Moi yn tynnu tair gwaith.
‘Dwi’n twimlo’n sal’ gwaeddodd Moi.

“ONA oo, ' Nia Williams
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Rhes-y-Cae Needlecraft and Social Class

Rhes-y-Cae Needlecraft and Social Class have been busy crafting since Janu-
ary working on learning new crafting skills. Our first project of 2026 involved
knitting a cowl using a lacing pattern which requires a great deal of concen-
tration so our normal chatting ceased as times as we all concentrated.

Our Spring project was making
patchwork/memory bears which al-
: so turned out to be a challenge as
~ the pattern involved 25 individual
~ pieces. As you can see some won-
derful bears were created. :

We've finished off the summer term learning macramé. Many of the group
made the traditional plant pot holders but others made tea light holders and
key rings. ‘

Wehall enjoyed another great get together at The Cherry Pie on Wednesday,
15" July 2026.

We have plans for the Autumn term with a warm welcome to anyone who
would like to join us on a TuesdaY evening at 7pm in Rhes-y-Cae Village
Hall. We will resume on Tuesday, 8 h September. Our first project will be to
create a small bag or bookmarker using half cross stitch from tapestry wool.
We will be design our own pattern — all designing material will be provided.
Other plans for the Autumn involve knitting a Sophie scarf and creating toys
for Teams for Us ready for the Christmas boxes.

Susouv Nuttalll

Rhes-Y-Cae Village Hall

Rhes Y Cae Village Hall is available to hire for events, meetings, parties etc. To enquire or to book the
hall, please contact Wendy Hughes 07922 181313 or email rhesycaevillagehall@gmail.com.

Weekly Diary (Classes re-start in early September)
Tuesday 7pm — 9pm Social Needlecraft Group. Contact Susan Nuttall 07557 965441
Thursday 5.45pm - 6.45pm Chair Yoga, with Jane

7pm - 9pm Yoga with Jane Lloyd 07977 048469

Upcoming Events

Friday, 4th September - Fashion show with Lula May’s Boutique 7.30pm

Tuesday, 8th September - 10.30am Coffee morning in aid of Village Hall funds
Saturday, 12th September & Sunday, 13th September - Clwydian Creatives Art Trail
Tuesday, 6th October - 10.30am Coffee morning in aid of Village Hall funds

Friday, 16th October - 7.30pm Quiz in aid of Hall Funds

Saturday, 14th November - 10.30am Christmas Coffee & Craft morning, in aid of Over 60’s Christmas
Lunch

Saturday, 5th December - Over 60s Christmas Lunch

A full two course Christmas lunch with wine, and entertainment from the local Oopa Duk Ukulele group,
and all free of charge! Invitations will go out beforehand, but if you’ve recently turned 60, or have moved
into the village and are 60 or over, please get in touch and we’ll add you to our list.

If you have any suggestions for future events that we could hold in the hall, please let us know via the
email address above.
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Rhosesmor WI

Again, over the last few months we have had some excellent entertainment, informa-
tive speakers and delicious food. Our lunches have been at the Cherry Pie and the

eWI Queens Head in Mold, two very different venues, both serving good food and excel-

INSPIRING WOMEN 1ent value for money.

At our May meeting we welcomed Maureen Claydon (who many of you know) to give us a flower arrang-
ing demonstration. She produced four beautiful arrangements, large and small. | think we were left ea-
ger to go to make our own arrangements from the spring and summer flowers available.

In June we had a change from our usual picnic to have a strawberries and fizz afternoon. Mali Sigsworth
came along to sing mainly songs from the musicals, a lovely, relaxing meeting with time for everyone to
have a chat.

July saw the return of Mel Latham, who not only gave us an interesting and amusing talk on chutney mak-
ing but brought lots of samples to try, which were delicious.

Thanks to all the speakers and entertainers.

We'll be welcoming Enid Bibby in September, giving us an insight into her experience within the educa-
tion system, and revealing to us some amusing anecdotes.

October brings Kate Barlow who will be showing us how to make corn dollies, a traditional rural craft.

We will be having a short AGM at our November meeting followed by a not too difficult quiz.

Next year we celebrate the 70" anniversary of Rhosesmor WI and we will be having various events to cel-
ebrate. If you or someone you know have been members we would love to hear from you with any anec-
dotes. We are also looking for any memorabilia/photographs/ programmes etc anyone has of our WI
over the past seventy years.

We meet in the afternoon of the second Monday of the month at 1.30pm. Please come along or contact
me or any WI member for more information.

Wendy Sigsworth 01352 780394 wendysigsworth@gmail.com

BEEPA. Cofrestrwcheich lle heddiw < Changing the water course for ever
& .4 Register your place today.

Cylch Meithrin Plws Treffgnnon When we came to live at Midlist Farm in 1975 there

was a small quarry, the stone from which had been

ey used to build the farmhouse. About 300 yards down
ClwgCinio the hill side there was a well. The water from the
Meithrin Plws well was piped to field troughs on the farm, and also
Segitlice to the neighbouring small holdings Penfro and Cae

MAY WE GIVE 04b
ilo{sen THE ROOTS
~ - e

Gleision providing water to sheep and cattle.

The drought of 1976 caused problems to many
farmers — poor harvests and little grass for summer
grazing. However the drought came to an end on
the first Saturday in September with thunderstorms
and torrential rain falling most of the night which
filled the quarry with water. None of the neighbours
remembered the quarry filling with water before. By
late afternoon the water was gone, the quarry was
dry. After probably hundreds of years of providing

#=JW| Rydym yn agored/ We are
¢/ open
)/ Dydd Llun - Dydd Gwener
‘ ; Monday - Friday
LAY j 845yb/am - 24.54h/pm
2 o0ed/year olds- 4 oed/year
olds =
Pam na allwch chi ddod heibio nev fyned o'r
£fon atom am ragor o wybodaeth. Gweler

beth mae ein llefydd cyfeillgar yn ei gynnig. water the well was also dry and has remained so ev-
__ Whg not pop in or phone us for more er since. We assume that the mass of water leaving
information. See what our friendly setting has
to offer the quarry changed the water course for ever. The
e , field troughs are now supplied with water from the
pwyllgormudiadtreffynnon@gmail.com .
Ffon: 07484905714 mains system.
The most memorable days T
usually end with the dirtiest &%

clothes. ﬁx >

QOIAL %1/\;\ : 7
MILOppRE WM S Wm
[itimen ot i i o]
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HOLYWELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY

We continue to grow from strength to strength. We have taken more of Cyn-
thia's books on Growing up in Bryn Celyn, down to Martin's pop-up shop
where he continues to sell our merchandise.

We are in the process of preparing two new cards to add to our collection of
Holywell picture themed merchandise, with bespoke verses, written especial-
ly to match the chosen picture. This time it will be a Congratulations card and
a general Best Wishes card. Keep looking on our Facebook page for when
they it will be available. Also in the pipeline will be Wedding Anniversary and
Congratulations on Passing Your Driving Test. We have almost covered all
aspects of greetings.

Another book is being prepared on famous people associated with the town, both residents and visitors.

We are visiting various other history groups. Most recently it was to Caerwys for an extremely interesting
talk on Bookbinding, given by Paul Broadbent, who has contributed to both of our History Fairs. As we all
have the same goal i.e. that Every Memory Matters, we are happy to keep that link with other groups in
the area, to form a close 'history team'.

In September we will begin our autumn programme of history talks, which will be held at the library. We
feel that Thursday evenings would be the ideal time, and the library are happy to host us and help us with
this venture. Again, please keep an eye out on our Facebook page for the first date.

We have also been invited back to share our memories, and their memories, with the residents of both
Llys Gwenffrwd and Rhiwlas care homes, as they have so much enjoyed our previous visits.

Carolyn Watts, who was for many years the librarian at Flint, has contacted me about a donation of her
collection of pictures etc., and we hope to welcome her to the group soon.

| am pleased that there are so many people out there who want to contribute to our extensive, and ever
growing, archives of the town and its outlying areas.

Everyone is welcome to join our busy group any Tuesday morning from 10.30am - leave when you want.
Where else could you get a cuppa, biscuits, the chance to browse through the history of the town, and
the company of like minded people for just £2— (to pay for the cost of the room hire). We hope you
would like to be in on the growing development of our happy group. Also, you would be very welcome at
our very general knowledge fun quiz on Thursdays at 1pm, with a big emphasis on FUN. Although you
could win a choccy bar!

If you have not already joined our Facebook page please do, and see the vast number of contributions
and conversations going on.

If you would like to contibute to our ventures, have any ideas for further projects, or

have any queries, please contact me on email andreadakinll2@btinternet.com or
phone me on 01352 711240.

Andrea Dakin

University a brief history

In 1872 Aberystwyth was the first university in Wales and the tenth to be founded in Great Britain. Oxford
was the first university in Great Britain founded in 1096, Cambridge followed over a hundred years later in
1209. Four Scottish universities followed - St Andrews 1413, Glasgow 1451, Aberdeen 1495 and Edinburgh
in 1583. Manchester came next in 1824 when John Owens gave money to establish Manchester Universi-
ty. John Owens’ parents were born in Holywell. His father Owen Owens opened a shop, the famous OWEN
OWENS stores in Bridge Street, Chester. He went on to build an empire of department stores worldwide
including a second one in Chester. There were just 22 universities in Great Britain in 1950. This figure
gradually grew during the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s. In the 1990’s the number rapidly grew when many technical
colleges were given University status. Today there are nearly 170 universities in Great Britain.
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SESIWN COGINIO COOKING SESSION

Fflan Lemon Lemon Flan

Cynhwysion Ingredients

150g (5 owns a hanner) o fisgedi digestif 150g (5 and a half ozs) digestive biscuits

75g ( 2 owns a hanner ) o fenyn 75g (2 and a half ozs) butter

Llenwad Filling

Tun 180ml ( 6 owns hylifol ) o lefrith condensed 180ml (6fl ozs) condensed milk

2 lemon mawr 2 large lemons

Tua 150ml ( chwartar peint ) o hufen dwbl 150ml quarter pint double cream

Dull Method

1. Malwch y bisgedi yn fan. 1. Crush the biscuits.

2. Meddalwch 'y menyn mewn sosban ac 2. Meltthe butter in a saucepan and add the biscuit
ychwanegwch y briwsion bisgedi. crumb.

3. Rhowch y cymysgedd mewn dysgl flan 17.5cm. 3. Place the mixture into a 17.5 cm (7inch) flan dish
(7 modfedd ) a’i wasgu o gwmpas yr ochr a and press around the sides and base. Leave to
thros y gwaelod. Gadewch iddo galedu. set.

4. Cymysgwch y llefrith condensed Gyda croen un 4. Mix the condensed milk with grated rind of 1
lemon wedi’i ratio yn fan. Torrwch y lemon lemon. Cut the other lemon in half and set aside
arall yn ei hanner gan gadw sleisen i addurno’r and slice to decorate. Grate the rind of the sec-
fflan. Ychwanegwch groen yr ail lemon wedi ei ond lemon and add to the mixture.
ratio’ n fan i'r cymysgedd. 5. Squeeze the juice out of the 2 lemons and set

5. Gwasgwch y sudd allan o’r 2 lemon a’i roi ar un aside.
ochr. 6. Whisk the double cream until it thickens but not

6. Chwipiwch yr hufen heb fod yn stiff ac Yna too stiff add to the mixture setting aside some to
Ychwanegwch i'r gymysgedd gan gadw beth i decorate.
addurno. 7. Carefully add the lemon juice and fold into the

7. Ychwanegwch y sudd lemon gan ei blygu’n araf mixture slowly.

'r gymysgedd. 8. Spread the mixture on top of the flan base and

8. Taenwch y gymysgedd i'r ddysgl ac addurnwch decorate with the cream that was set aside and
gyda’r hufen a’r sleisen lemon. Rhowch yn yr the lemon. Place in the fridge for a short time to
oergell am ychydig i oeri a setlo. cool and set.

Mwynhewch! Enjoy!
5 Menna Coleclough
d
. o~

Lynne Banks

After fighting so very hard for the past two years, Lynne passed away on the 31* July. Although it wasn’t
easy for her, she didn’t complain and with the support of Bill remained dignified throughout. You may
remember in this magazine a few editions ago a piece about the Rhosesmor Coffee morning. Lynne was
the main person behind the running of the successful social event and although she wasn’t seen so much
over the last couple of years, she continued to work behind the scenes, buying supplies and keeping the
accounts.

| am sure you will agree that the best tribute we can make to Lynne is to continue the coffee morning in
the way she would have wanted it. It will continue, on a Monday fortnightly. ‘
& /2

You will be missed Lynne.

Wendy Sigsworth G \T;‘;; Vol
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Puzzle Solutions

Easy Sudoku Solution Medium Sudoku Solution

3/7/915/4 2|18 1|68 5/ 9|7/3|2|6/|1]|4

Crossword Answers
418(6]11]|7|13]9|5]|2 472186539Across:
211151918617 4|3||6/1/3]15/9/4|8 2|7 gg(t)arl:]iivore 1133\312;'6
812/317/6/4|5 9[1|12|6/8]9|5/7|3 41 ;gkllotunt;in %%givannah
95 7|2/1]8]3]6l4a|[5]3]7]2741]9]8]6] |10 Underground & Mammal,
cslal1|3loisl2/7 8][9la]1]8 6 37 5 2] |iziramtorest  Dacarcuc "
1.3(2]6/5/7]4/8/9]|[3]9/4]6 2][8]1]7]5] |15 Herbivore 24:River
7i6/8lal2/9l1/3|5|[1|8/6]47/5]|2|9 3] [2c 17: Desert
5914183161277 2/ 5|3]1]|9]4|6]|8

‘Our Mountain’ Codeword Solution
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HALKYN MOUNTAIN NEWS

Now offering colour advertising

Loca I B u Si n e SS The best and only free newsletter serving the

communities of Halkyn Mountain

e o
A d v rtl I n Advert cost is for inclusion in all four issues
e S g For advertising information and to discuss your re-
guirements whether colour or black and white,

please contact us at
HalkynMountainNewsAdvertising@gmail.com

gwasgprint

Happy to support Halkyn Mountain News

organs

Mold

“Your Local Builders, DIY & Agricultural Merchants”

Q 01352746909

= Mold@morgansitd.com

& www.morgansitd.com

& Denbigh Road, Mold, CH7 1BF

Rear of 24 Elwy Street, Rhyl LL18 1BP
01745 331411 | info@gwasg.com | www.gwasg.com

. . . GwasgPrint

Ccccc Feet Up

Mobile Foot Clinic

AUSTIN

Hedge and verge cutting

Corns *

Tractor mounted hedge cutter Miss Eiri Jones Callus*
. S.A.C.Dip FHPT S.A.C.Dip FHPP Nail cutting”
Based in Rhosesmor 0779 2 40 6 51 2 e et

Thickened nails*

Treatment in your own home, Fungal infections™
Mold and surrounding areas £40 inc. Footwear advice*
Gee consultation Salialll Sty

No job too small
Callus on 07823 620 289
Erw Mau, Wern Y Gaer, CH7 6PP

Foot maintenance™
treatments Diabetic foot health™
> Proud supporter of Save Soil and Miracle of Mind
Register for Foot Health Practitioners mivacle

Welsh Speaker SAbHGURY

Trading division of Pump It Ltd, Rhosesmor

FREE APP
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Local Business Advertising

BARNA

ENGINEERING LTD

Civil and Structural Engineers

01352 753141 @ www.barnardengineering.co.uk

HEDLEY GREENSLADE
BUILDING and MAINTENANCE
UPVC Doors, Windows and Conservatories
Fitted Kitchens, Bathrooms and Tiling

DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE
Tel: 01352 781466 Mobile: 07977 217039
www.hedleygreenslade.co.uk

DARTS COACHING SESSIONS WITH A PDC PROFESSIONAL

Would you like to receive coaching sessions to improve
your game? To learn the basics, some tips, tricks and prac-
tice games? Or if you are just keen to take your game to
the next level at whatever standard you are playing at? |
am a professional darts player offering one-to-one coach-
ing sessions to help you!

If you are interested, please contact me for further details:
Instagram - @PacmanDarts, x
Facebook — Adam Paxton — Darts

Email - adamjpaxton@hotmail.com

stump out J;

TREE STUMP REMOVAL

Specialist tree stump removal & stump grinding
Domestic and Commercial
Flintshire | Denbighshire | Cheshire

07342 794415
stumpoutnw@gmail.com

Advanced water fed pole system
and traditional methods
Est. 2009, fully insured, free quotes

@ 07974518779 &

2
et

Gareth W Davies

Funeral Directors / Trefnwyr Angladdau

24 hr independent family run service, Gareth & Eryl
have a combined experience of over 70 years.
“Prompt and personal attention at all times”

61 High Street, Holywell, CH8 7TF
01352 746505
info@gwdavies.co.uk / www.gwdavies.co.uk

@ 01352 714853

ﬁ [0 McDermott Builders [

Stonework, Lime pointing, Brickwork
Portland pointing
Wet wall plastering, Patios, Roof repairs,
Alterations
General property maintenance
Please contact Steve
07990573537 Text or Call 01745758526
Email steve@mcdermottconstruction.info
Web site mcdermottconstruction.info

A W Plumbing

Household Plumbing Services
Bathroom Installation

No job too small, other work considered

Contact Alyn Wright
on Mobile 07971 943 929

Email: awplumbing2006@googlemail.com

Crown Inn
Village Road, Lixwm, Holywell
CHS8 8NQ
01352 781112
robinsonsbrewery.com/pubs/crown-inn-lixwm/

ﬁ CrownInnLixwm @

MILWR TREE SERVICES
ESTABLISHED 1986 %

» All aspects of tree work undertaken .

e NPTC qualified workforce

¢ Woodchipper hire with operator

¢ 100hp loader tractor with winch available

Tel: 01352 711606 - Mobile: 07779 783260
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. ( INDEPENDENT FAMILY FIRM 2 Halkyn Street "\
Jackie Henson ESTABLISHED OVER 100 YEARS... 0:‘305‘-2";"1’%(‘)—3
Plans drawn for Planning and Building Regulations for " 4

y Gyl
. . . LIXWM
Fxtensions, Alterations & New Build 01352 741285
1- 3 Halkyn Street
- - —a FLINT
P A 4 ?"_':f.h R Rt B 01352733833
- b G Aiglfor® X High Street

= : S5 i BAGILLT

J. E. Davies & Son 01352732146
(Proprietor: Edward Davies, DipfD) 20 Wre;l:)aLn;)Street

Funeral Directors 01352 700155

50 High Street
CONNAHS QUAY

01244 831774

163 Mold Road

.chson Architectural Désign Services Ltd

Tel: Q77N 770470 Email '.|:FLI‘"UI':C"I\‘\-L:'|I\1'LIT.LTL'ILL-i'd:L':F\'\-'ll"IT.L'L.‘I” e Syt Dl 8 013%,&5:97
Tom Williams Flooring ROSS GREENSLADE
Commercial & Domestic supplied & fitted
PLASTERER
Carpets, Vinyl, Laminate, Safety Flooring &
Lusury Vinyl Tiles SPECIALIST IN INTERNAL
o : SKIMMING
ver 20 years experience
Free quotations & samples to your door OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Contact me on
Mobile 07905 295354 07976 294 362

Tree Swngery By /o> | [IALKYN MOUNTAIN JEWELLERY

OF GOLDSMITH & FAMILY JEWELLER
Chester Oaks ESTABLISHED 1864

We Fell For You EVERY ASPECT OF JEWELLERY,
Experienced, Fully Qualified & Insured HANDMADE, RESTORED OR SUPPLIED
Mob: 07726 790439 Tel 01352 740411 FOR YOU ON YOUR MOUNTAIN
Hen Bopty, Lixwm Road, Nannerch, CH7 5RQ Tel: 01352 780035
L__See our website: www.chesteroaks.co.uk halkyn-mt-jewellery@hotmail.co.uk
S
£S5 MDPONTON&SON  &if Llan Da

Electrical Services Ltd

Sefton Yard, Babell, Holywell, Flintshire CH8 8QD
Simon 07916144562 Malcolm 07831815159

01352 720131
mdpontonsonltd@yahoo.co.uk
septic tank, bio tank and pumping station

emptying, maintenance and inspections,
P ér‘t%n unblocking and cIearF\)ing

Tel: 01352 331 302
Moh: 07824 819 091

e-mail:
john@llanda-electricalservices.co.uk

Llannerch Farm, Graig Road, Lixwm

NAPIT
E=T Holywell, Flintshire CH8 8LY

#2# TRUSTMARK

Bespoke Printing - @

special offers and new products
0 1 2 44 6 3 8 74 7 www.?l;lesfslgv:;rzt:c?;l.com

sandycroft-workwear.co.uk 26 High Street Holywell:~ =« T =&

L { ’%{: Flowevy Howi
P ATENG . 01382 712184 oot
Em brOId?ry Ser\”ces ) For all your floristry needs, including same
Personalised Merchandise day delivery
& B ran ded v[vgfkwea r Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for \; )
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Local Business Advertising

KJB Mobile Podiatry / Chiropody Clinic Catering for all occasions
Contact Katie on 07855 018776 g

BSc Honours, Royal College of Podiatry Hot or Cold

: |
b Registered Health & Care Professions Council am
. Locally sourced home

HereAtaT{elp with any foot problems in ki
the comfort of your home g a ::ng COOKINg
gFoot health problem diagnosis

gWound redressing/assessment/referrals
¢0ffloading Orthotics advice/prescription
gGeneral Podiatry gDiabetic foot assessment

For further details or
menu please contact
Sandra

san.blackwel@gmail.com
Tel Ne:07970278954
MADE IN FLINTSHIRE

Denman & Wilkinson
Heating & Plumbing Engineers

Worcester Boilers Accredited Installers
GAS LPG OIL

Gas Safe and Oftec Registered
Tel: 01352 781 733 Mob: 07955 130 924

KNIGHT DAIRIES ey 8 | Supplier & Fitter of Carpets & Vinyls

Delivering milk in returnable glass i Michael Leahy

bottles and a range of grocery Carpet Fitting Specialist. Est. 1979
products to your door two days a

week. A8 F.LTA. APPROVED

No minimum order. No delivery charge. = Tel: 01352 710056
Covering: Rhosesmor, Berth Dduy, Halkyn, Rhes-y-Cae Mobile: 07785 766260
and Pentre Halkyn. 3 Email: leahymc@btopenworld.com
Phone/Text Chris on 07456017508 = No job too small. Free estimates.
info@knightdairies.co.uk www.knightdairies.co.uk = — Choose in the comfort of your own home.
Samantha Denci 3| (0 E. BLACKWELL
——— Dance and Fitness : I . . .
CHILDREN'S ADULT SHAKE Building/Roofing Contractor

DANCE, DRAMA | DANCE FITNESS
AND ACROBATICS DANCE WITH SASS AS YOU SHAKE IT!

Joinery - Plastering - Brickwork

.
LOGATIONS INGLUDE: MOLD, BODELWWYDDAN, UPVC Windows and Doors
NORTHOP, HIGHER KINNERTON AND HAWARDEN NEW BRIGHTON MOLD MONDAYS 6.15PM
CLASSES AVAILABLE MON-SAT NORTHOP ON WEDNESDAYS 6.15PM H
FROM AGES 2 YEARS: ALL AGES AND BEGINNERS WELGOME FasciaBoards - Gutters
| [LOTS OF STYLES AVAILABLE INCLUDING: BALLET, FOR MIND AND BODY!
STREET DANCE, TAP, PARENT & TODDLER, CLASSES AVAILABLE ON A PAY AS YOU GO BASIS
TEENS CLASSES, HOLIDAY CLUBS AND PARTIES BOOK ONLINE AT: Tel - O 1 35 2 780 63 1 Mob . 07977 O 1 1 302
TRIALS AVAILABLE: WWW.SHAKEDANCEFITNESS.COM - *
\WW\W.SAMANTHADENESDANCEANDFITNESS.COM 07598430454

= E S —
Scan GR Code % faf] HOLYWELL GOLF CLUB

18 Hole Heathland Course | Stunning Views of North Wales
Countryside
Unique Golfing Challenge | State of the Art Coaching
Facilities
PGA Professional | Clubhouse | Function Room
For Membership Details & Function Bookings
Contact: secretary@holywellgc.co.uk
www.holywellgc.co.uk | 01352 710040 Op 1
For Professional Golfer
Contact: pro@holywellgc.co.uk | 01352 710040 Op 2

shes & rollers

Unit 38a Manor Park Industrial Estate, Flint, Flintshire, CH6 5UY
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Local Business Advertising

Midlist Farm

Static Caravan, Shepherds Hut, B&B
Hog Roasts and BBQs
Available for special occasions
John, Hayden or Wendy Sigsworth
01352 780 394/948
email: hayden.sigs@gmail.com

G D/STONEMASONS LTD

All aspects of Stonework & Stone Supplies
30 years' experience
Building Stone, Cornerstones, Window Lintels & Sills
Fireplaces, Halkyn Marble, Garden Troughs & Benches

Call Gwyn Davies on
07866 938094 or 07713 195980

www.gdstonemasons.co.uk
post@gdstonemasons.co.uk

CAR SALES

RESAIRS
‘,@\ SERVICE
PARTS

e )
/—J— e ©C A RS

A~

CORSA SPECIALISTS

WES: WWW.ONESTOPCORSA.COM

Friendly atmosphere -
everyoneiswelcome! T\ ,
Cardio andstrength equipment ﬁYﬁTEASRS
over 2 floors. TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE
Over 20 classesincluding spin,

kettlebells, hoxfit, pilates & yoga.
Open 6am weekdays, 8am weekends
No contracts. Callin or join at www.avatarfitness.co.uk

Unit7, Oaktree Business Park, QueensLane, Mold CH7 1XB
(Behind Screwfix)
01352331392

First Aid Trainers & Outdoor Activity Providers
Dave@BRedDragonVentures.co.uk 07779003131

Web; reddragonventuresltd.com

Fat dissolve

. 26 Babbage rd, Engineer park ,
Sandycroft, Deeside CHs 2QD
( Inside Sandycroft Workwear )

07931709660 Lkbeautyflintshire.co.uk {

L 1

1S

fencing and gates T
drainage, patios, |
_pgcel#andstone, late
~_concretebases | |
é.

l

driveways and paths

garden levelling

* site clearance
plant hire

s

www.mncltd.co.uk
07931316813
jo@mncltd.co.uk

Able IT

Solutions for business and home
All types of computer work undertaken
‘Repairs® - *Malware/Virus Removal®* - *Rebuilds® - *Broadband® - *Tuition*

Getting rid of your old computer on ebay? Have the disc securely
wiped and prevent your data getting into the wrong hands.

Friendly service at your home or place of business, competitive rates

Call Leon on: 07909 524280
or email: Leon@AblelTConsultants.co.uk

OIL BOILER
SERVICE & REPAIR

OFTEC REGISTERED ENGINEER

Contact: Mark Williams
Mob: 07977 591 805

_ ALL TYPES OF BUILDING
IW/~. MAINTENANCE WORK

G o Disabled Ramps, Drives,
b/ a' Drain Work, Fascia Boards,
Gutter Cleaning, Pressure
Washing, Hedge Cutting,
Fencing and Machine Work

No job too small- CRB Check

Tel: 01352 710 663  Mob: 07564 376 377
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Local Business Advertising

Open for everyone,
A taste of everything

Visit Pennant Park, Holywell, CH8 9ER

wayfind

Kevin Roberts
Bricklaying and Construction

e Fully licenced bar o Sky Sports

e Dog friendly e Stunning views

¢ Sunday roasts e Free parking

e Kids menu « Functions & events

kevroberts75@yahoo.co.uk 11 Tremy Foel
07519 955 784 Rhes y Cae
01352 780 140 CHS8 8JH

WIRRAL FUELS

DOMESTIC HEATING - TANK INSTALLATION & REMOVAL - LOGS & COAL

5 .- J ,‘__r:g__\k
Your Lol Hoilirg Ol Gppller

.....

Doggy Part Day Care
et DailsyS);’ack I’Ia;y/SociaI LIXWM LOGS
RN : Domestic Pet Sitting Firewood logs for sale
V[ \/Services Feuliry Care Barn dried rgllardwood

07513 3635576  Farm Animal Care Fully seasoned for 18 months
Alexandra (Alex) Roberts Dog Walking Free local delivery

www.pet-servic_es.cymru Pet Taxi Load approx 1 1/4 tonne

e: alex@pet-services.cymru Chaperone Services John Joinson, Hen Bopty
\ @ Medication Services ) mobile: 07726 790439 phone: 01352 740411

MIKE PARKINSON ROOFING TG GROUNDWORKS
All Types of Roofing Work,
- tséate-ir Ti::iing’tl'-eadew;rk" sk B Tomg100@btinternet.com

a 00T1s, Fointing, Luttering. 07956974490

All Work Guaranteed. Free Estimates. | | A7ios reneme, d
Established over 30 Years. CONCRETE BASES I Gt Hlegn, Rl hire

Tel: 01352 714638 Mob: 07913 515170

St. Bernadette Cottage, Pantasaph, Holywell GET IN TOUCH FOR A FREE QUOTATION AND ADVICE

Advertising in Halkyn Mountain News
Adverts are 90mm width/50mm height
Adverts can be black & white or colour
Payment is accepted by bank transfer to:

Halkyn Mountain News
Sort Code 53-50-54 Account No. 04311442 For
full details of cost, payment & deadlines please
request our Advertiser Guide
HalkynMountainNewsAdvertising@gmail.com
We want to support your company
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THORNCLIFFE

BUILDING SUPPLIES LTD

*Materials & Tools for Trade & Public
+Building - Plumbing & Heating - Decorating
sElectrical - Renewable Energy - Joinery
tsLandscaping - Garden Furniture - Roofing
+Bathroom Showroom ®Tool & Plant Hire
www.thorncliffebs.co.uk
Ewloe 01244 545907 - Dyserth 01745 570670
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